SEPTEMBER 2020

FELLOWSHIP OF THE LORD'S PEOPLE
CHURCH

A report from different
ministries during the pandemic

IT IS TIME TO SEE
THE INVISIBLE
written by Pastor Artur Krasniqi

"Prayer opens up our eyes
to see the spiritual reality.
Prayer replaces panic wisely
how to act against
difficulties."

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
For all of us as a staff here in the Fellowship of the
Lord, and for everyone as a church, this time has been During the week coffee shops, swimming pools and
so hard. The fact that you cannot make a plan, and if restaurants are full of people, but the church is empty
you do it can fail suddenly – it makes you feel from the fear of the virus. How could this happen?
powerless, even useless.
Meeting every day with the staff, praying and doing
In this summer season when we usually are so busy intercession, praying for the Church and everyone
organizing camps and summer activities, we have else, we finish each day feeling powerless. Every day I
welcomed and escorted many friends and guests asked God to open my eyes, so I could see the
who have been a blessing and brought refreshment invisible what we do not see in this confused
to us. At this time we would have been making plans situation.
for the next season.
In the Bible book of 2nd Kings Chapter 6, we can read
As a church and as a Pastor, we have never faced a

about an event that talks about a hard time where

situation like this one. The pandemic, the blocking, people of Israel were found. On verse 15 chapter 6, it is
restrictions, and physical distance, the online service said, that early in the morning the servant of God
are something unknown for me. Often I have thought woke up and found the city surrounded from the
enemy army.
how should we do it? Is there a solution?

The situation changed for the worse. Everything was paralyzed and
found the servant of Elisha, probably most of the inhabitants of that
time, in a hopeless state when the only legitimate question as: Oh,
what are we going to do?
How many time we have asked this question? How many times we
have found ourselves suddenly surrounded, powerless, unprepared,
blocked, and hopeless. How many times it changed within a night?
Then Elisha responded and said: Do not be afraid… and verse 17
when it says that Elisha prayed to God to open the eyes of his
servant so he could see. How wonderful, to pray to God in difficult
times.
How is it possible not to panic and have fear when the difficulties,
trials and disasters come?
Once, a preacher had said: “God can work more when we stay quiet
in prayer before Him. Prayer is the only way to find peace when
panic strikes. Prayer opens up our eyes to see the spiritual reality.
Prayer replaces panic wisely how to act against difficulties.”
Philippians 4:6-7 is my prayer for you, for our Church: “Do not be
anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and

Let us hold
strongly in
Jesus, today,

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the

because He

peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your

alone is able to

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

protect our
Let us hold strongly in Jesus, today, because He alone is able to
protect our hearts and minds.

hearts and
minds.

Church, it is time to pray, it is time to see the invisible, to see God
working through a situation like this one .

PRAYER MEETING
When we fall
on our knees
and declare
our
dependence
on God, then
it's time to
pray.

With tears,
intercession
and
authority,
praying and
declaring the
blood of
Jesus

written by Leonora Kurti (Prayer Meeting
Leader)
The only thing that disciples asked from Jesus was: “Teacher,
teach us to pray”. Luke 11:1. The strongest pillar and most
enduring for a believer and for the whole Church is the time
when we meet with God together in conversation and
prayer. Then, when we fall on our knees and declare our
dependence on God, it is time to pray. It is the time when
we come to thank Him, in prayer not only for ourselves but
for others too or even for different situation and ministries.
During the total lock-down form the pandemic, when the
first cases were identified in our country, we decided to keep
24-hour chain prayer which lasted almost 2 months. It was
very encouraging to see each Church member, motivated
and committed to pray and in the same time to send
encouraging verses in the Church group, which we formed
in Viber, thanks to technology. During this time, as I was
"Let
us Ihold
leading Prayer Meetings, I asked
God how
can lead others
in prayer and which will be the topic; even though it was
strongly in Jesus,
hard to meet.

today, because

According to the truths of the Bible we brought our prayer
requests before God: with tears, intercession and authority,
only Him is able
praying and declaring the blood of Jesus, praying through
the Word I have seen how God gave us strength and
to protect our
encouragement. At the same time we have seen His healing
hand while we prayed for fellow believers of our Church and
hearts and
everywhere in the world. We have seen His intercession in
very difficult and challenging situations, while our country
minds."
was going through a government crisis. But, God is faithful.
As we continue to intercede for this whole situation
with the virus Covid-19, we keep believing the Lord. Yes, for
He is the God that keeps us under control. Our prayer in this
time is that God will keep everyone close to Himself and in
the same time those who do not know Him, will seek God in
Spirit and in the Truth.

Our prayer requests continue to be:
- Pray for the Church to stand strong in the Lord Jesus
- Pray for the ministries where we are involved as a church
- Ministry in Kaçanik – especially the issues with the building
- Ministry in Milloshevë
- Ministry in RAE
- Ministry in Vushtrri
- Mercy ministry

The purpose and
mission of this

'MOZAIK' BEYOND HELP TO
SURVIVE

ministry remains
the same, caring
to reintegrate

written by Leonora Maloku (Project Manager)

and employ

“Mozaik” second-hand shop, was established in 2011, has been a blessing

marginalized

for the church, believers, and many families in need. Others can see it as
an ordinary business but this ministry has to do with charity activities to

groups in society.

help people in need. As part of those activities, for several years “Mozaik”
has financially supported the social projects and the centers for
community development. which function within the church and operate
in different cities like: Kaçanik, Milloshevë, and the Roma, Ashkali, and
Egjiptian community in Prishtina.

We have seen how
God used this
opportunity as a
We started 2020 fearing that the whole project and work will stop as a
result of the pandemic and the battle with Covid-19. March and April
were more challenging because we had to stop working completely
since as a country we were in quarantine. Seeing the concern of our
employees and their financial situation, considering all the difficulties
we decided and give full wages. Even though many institutions and
other businesses of this nature were forced to reduce their staff. This
was our promise that with faith in the Lord we had given it to each
staff member hoping that God will support and protect us..
Friends from all over the world helped us by providing support for
each individual and remembering us in prayer, even though, just like
us, they were facing the same crisis and battle. God has blessed us
with so many faithful friends that are ready to stay beside us in times
of challenges and battles. Different churches from US, Europe and Asia
have shown so much care for us by praying and providing for every
single need that we had.

supplying channel
for the whole
church.

In May we had reopened our stores fearing that we will not be able
to get the same pace of work and profit, but we are very grateful for
current workflow.
Grateful for the dedication of the church and Mozaik staff that are
giving their best to keep the work going. Everyone knows their role
and responsibility which contributes for the common good.
Through Mozaik, we have regularly helped families with different
needs like: food, medicine, home renovation, fire wood etc.

A job that goes
beyond the
individual focus
to a public
benefit.

A business with a
mission to change
and transform
Our

regular

customers

and

the

neighbors,

seeing

and

understanding better the idea behind such a project, have started
to give donations from their own goods.
We are so grateful to God that has enabled us to survive this time
as a business and give our contribution to society, promoting good
values to do a job that goes beyond the individual focus to a public
benefit, a business with a mission to change and transform people’s
lives.

people’s lives.

KOSOVA BIBLE SCHOOL GOD'S IMMENSE SUPPORT
written by Visare Gashi (School Administrator)

After a few
weeks that felt
like a time of
insecurity,
special
blessings
started.

“Iliria” Bible School is a blessing and a wonderful opportunity that has been
given to us so we can have the chance to grow and develop in the Word of
God. When we started on September 2016, it was a desire of our heart to see a
lot of evangelical believers joining and getting more prepared to serve the
Lord.
Throughout those years, we have seen the hand of God providing with
teachers and pastors ready to teach the new generation, believers with zeal
and the passion to know the Word better.

"Let us hold
strongly in Jesus,
today, because
only Him is able

The fourth
generation will
be one of the
generations
with the largest
number of
students till
now.

to protect our
hearts and
minds."

Since March of this year, things started to get more challenging. This global
epidemic called Covid-19 started to affect our small country as well.
Everything was changing so fast, all around the world. Concerns were
growing about what tomorrow will bring or what decisions we will be forced
to make in the coming days. As a school we had a lot of plans for the coming
months. In the beginning it was hard to see those plans postponed to an
indefinite time or completely canceled. But, God in his unlimited faithfulness
and goodness one more time exceeded our expectations. After a few weeks
that felt like a time of insecurity, special blessings started. What a joy it was to
see the commitment of our students to follow the classes even in times like
this. Putting aside the fear and worries, with great caution, most of them
continued their studies at the school.
Plans would change from one week to the other, everything was depending
on the course of the virus, but this was not a problem that in the midst of this
chaos students would not forget the things of the greatest value.

The thing that brought us the most joy and came like a gift, was the great
interest of believers to register. The fourth generation will be one of the
generations with the largest number of students till now, where most of the
students come from other churches in Kosova. In an unstable time like this,
one with the pandemic, it makes you think that people will feel a kind of fear
or insecurity to join into a new commitment. But, while we prayed and
surrendered everything to God, He was constantly working and strengthening
His people and preparing all of us for the things that are coming.

"Let us hold

The generous
heart of our
supporters is
like a faithful
friend at any
time.

Classes continue, the commitment from the students and the teachers does
not lack. The generous heart of our supporters isstrongly
like a faithfulin
friend
at any
Jesus,
time. God keeps providing in all situations just like His Word says: “Now to Him
who is able to do far more abundantly beyond
all that because
we ask or think,
today,
according to the power that works within us.” (Ef. 3:20). To this God we give
praise. We are always honored to be part of God’sonly
work, and
witnesses
of His
Him
is able
immense goodness, and faithfulness that is our refuge, and the continual favor
that we find in Him.
to protect our
In September of this year we are organizing the graduation
ceremony of the
hearts and
second generation. It is a joy that in the same time with the School’s
Anniversary we will have a celebration event for the
eight students that have
minds."
been committed to two years of studies and are ready to continue the ministry
that God has entrusted in their call.
Through the Bible School we remain amazed with the support and blessings
of God that have exceeded every expectation.
Hoping that this battle with the virus will be won soon, we are getting ready to
start a new academic year in October 2020.
We are grateful to churches and leaders as well as many of our partners all
over the world for their prayers, support, and encouragement.
God bless you abundantly.

A BLESSED WORK IN
ISOLATION CIRCUMSTANCES HOUSE OF HOPE
written by Alban Krasniqi (Project Coordinator)

We chose a
book and every
day we would
read a chapter,
while kids had
the opportunity
to listen and
give their
comments.

The House of Hope in Millosheva, as any other institution, during this time was
forced to stop the daily, weekly, and periodic activities for different age groups
which were part of our work here. It is a painful fact that in a situation like this,
we were not able to serve the children, the youth, women, men, and the elders
as we had served them until at the time we stopped our activities. Today we
miss their presence, their noise, the joy that they brought to our center every
day.

During this time, together with the staff, we have thought about
and planned different ideas on how to serve the community in
Millosheva. It was difficult for the fact that we could not meet
physically as fully and freely as we used to meet before. Seeing this
situation and this challenge in front of us, we had to think about
new strategies and platforms which would help us to approach
our community by serving them and at the same time be close to
them at all times. In our center where we offer professional
courses for children, the youth, and women like: English classes,
tailoring classes, within us we had this great desire that even
during the isolation or the ban to continue our activities– we
should offer lessons for our students.
Based on our thinking the best idea for times like these was to
create online video tutorials or direct communication through
Zoom platform. For the community of Millosheva the idea of video
tutorials was better and easy to access. Thus, for 3 months in a row,
together with the English teacher, we have prepared different
video tutorials that were developed especially for the students part of the English course. All the time we analyzed if this was a
good way and useful from the students and at the same time
together we were checking if this would be the best way to
continue even in the future.

Seeing the reaction from the parents and the children, also their interest during
these three months, we came to a conclusion that this way of teaching is
necessary. A large number of the parents were making sure that their kids
would attend online all the lessons that we posted for them. But, besides
offering lessons, this did not help us in other plans. English course in our center
had a special impact that through it we had a chance to have physical contact
and friendship with the parents of the children. So, we had a chance to impact
the school by establishing contacts with the teachers. This course helped us to
create a good image in the community of Millosheva and to extend our
influence.
In June, with less people (5 people per group), we restarted the tailoring course,
of course by respecting the measures taken by the government. At the
beginning we did not thought about starting this course physically until
September, but the interest of the girls and women was great and they needed
it. In the same way we provided activities, lessons, book readings, and games
for the kids of Children’s Meeting, so we could be closer to them. Every day,
children had the chance to log in and listen online stories through Facebook
and Instagram, also during this time we read books together online with the
children. We chose a book and every day we would read a chapter, while kids
had the opportunity to listen and give their comments.

During these months we tried to regularly meet with the group of our center
volunteers and stay close to them. For me, this meeting and this time have
been a blessing and constructive. I was encouraged by them, their heart, their
passion, and the big desire they have to serve voluntarily at the center. For
several months in a row, we have met twice a week to plan the children’s
meeting specifically. During this time of planning, we did a short course on
working with children and their ministry, also we planned for new ways and
strategies, we analyzed the generation we are serving and together we made
objectives which we want to reach through children’s ministry. In the end we
discussed different topics related to the world of children and the work of a
volunteer.
As a group of volunteers, we believe that we got stronger. We also learned
more during this time about working with children and serving as volunteers.
Prayer equests:
1. Pray that none of the volunteers of the center will get lost
2. Pray for the financial situation of the House of Hope
3. Pray for the staff of the House of Hope in Millosheva
4. Pray for the believers of Millosheva
5. Pray that God will give us wisdom to plan for the future

I was
encouraged by
them, their
heart, their
passion, and
the big desire
they have to
serve
voluntarily at
the center.

GOD’S FAVOR OVERCOMES
THE CHALLENGE OF THE
PANDEMIC - MERCY MINISTRY
written by Mercy Ministry Team

As a church, we
have deeply felt
God’s call to
care in a special
way for people
in need.

Mercy Ministry is a place that God has used every time as an opportunity to give
and to find mercy. As we take from the blessings and the favor of God daily, we
give with joy to those who have already become the most beloved of our hearts
and friends for whom we pray continuously. As a church, we have deeply felt
God’s call to care in a special way for people in need. Many families and
individuals from Prishtina but other places of Kosovo as well, have been blessed
to received help and assistance constantly, for many years now.

As the entire
country was
quarantined, we
made home
visits regularly
with the desire
to be close to
them and to
share the
burden together.
Through Mercy Ministry, we had the chance not only to provide material goods
for them, but also to spend quality time, building good relationships and
presenting the person of Jesus Christ.
It was a blessing for us that every Thursday, as we meet together, to listen
stories and testimonies from their life. We hung out together and shared from
the Word of God so we could take heart from Him and give hope in time of
need.
The period of quarantine has challenged us immensely. It has been six months
now that we did not have the chance to meet physically with them. As the
entire country was quarantined, we made home visits regularly with the desire
to be close to them and to share the burden together.
By caring for their health, we wanted those families to feel safe in their own
houses, that they won't lack the most necessary things and to know we are
there to share the last sources together.

We are so grateful for our partners around the world who have mobilized with
much love to stay close to us in this time of crisis and confusion. God has been
good to us.
There are many good testimonies that we see every day while we serve those
families. Our goal is to make them independent, where they can find a job and
provide income for the family. Our desire was to star offering free tailoring
classes. We have seen great achievements so far, two mothers have graduated
from tailoring classes six months ago and are already employed. A co-operation
like this has expanded their social network and their mindset to look at life from
a proactive social angle.

Our goal is to
make them
independent,
where they can
find a job and
provide income
for the family.

No matter the circumstances and the times we are facing, we are grateful to
God for His work and wisdom.

Two mothers
who graduated
from tailoring
classes six
months ago are
already
employed.

Thank you very much for all your donation to BPZ church especially during this
time with the pandemic. We were honored to be able to serve and meet people
from Mercy Ministry where your help makes a huge difference. The poverty is
extreme and the need of those families is huge. Thanks to your support those
families had flour during the quarantine when it was hard to find it in our
country.
Those people are so grateful because they are so desperate with no other help.
Usually they have sick family members, or there is a single mom with a bunch
of kids and she is unemployed. The help she gets from the social assistance
doesn't even cover their medical bills.
We visited a family that has four kids and they only had one broken couch. Both
of the parents and three of the kids slept in that same broken couch and only
the little baby slept on the cradle, so thanks to your donation our church was
able to help them with beds.
There is also an old couple where the lady is sick and every time they receive
help from the church the old man blesses us by saying ‘May God make your life
on earth just like in heaven’. So we want to forward this blessing to all of you
who have helped in making this possible.,
Forever grateful,
Mercy Ministry

The old man
blesses us by
saying ‘May
God make your
life on earth
just like in
heaven’.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
written by Mirjeta Dreshaj (Kid's Ministry Leader)
During the time when isolation began, we were able to
renovate the classroom of the Sunday school. Also, we have
organized everything, hoping that we will soon start meeting
together again. In June, when a decision of Kosovo
Government allowed churches to reopen, kids started to come
back also, but not all of them.

This situation has
greatly affected
the mood of
children and their
emotional state,
just like it has
affected the adults.
During this period, we met with some of them for three weeks
in a row. They were fewer in number because the other kids
from the church were missing. But, this joy of our meetings
did not last long. Again the pandemic took its toll, once again
churches were closed and now we do not have the chance to
meet. This situation has greatly affected the mood of children
and their emotional state, just like it has affected the adults.
They do miss the time we spend together at Sunday school,
the meetings and the games they played with each other.
It is a season of hope as well, so this keeps us hopeful that very
soon we will go back to Sunday school, therefore we humbly
pray for the health and welfare of each child.

It is a season of
hope as well, so this
keeps us hopeful
that very soon we
will go back to
Sunday school

"I miss Sunday School, learning
Bible verses, playing games with
friends, worshiping God, as well
as dancing and learning new
things about the Lord Jesus."
- says Morea (one of the kids)

HOUSE OF HOPE – A BLESSING
FOR ROMA AND ASHKALI
written by Leonora Maloku (Project Coordinator)
The holy scripture at the “Proverbs of Solomon” teaches us how a man makes
plans but it is God who directs his steps. We as a “House of Hope” in Prishtina,
have made all the plans and the proper preparation to enrich this house with
more activities for the kids of Roma and Ashkali community. What we did not
see comming is Covid-19 attacking the entire globe and as a result we did not
have a proper cover plan that would replace our work.

The center that
was full of
children’s
noises and the
echoes of
praise, now it
was completely
quiet

We were also forced to cancel every activity and work for an indefinite time,
since all the schools and institutions were closed. We also felt heartbroken,
because we did not know when are we going to be able to see them again.
The center that was full of children’s noises and the echoes of praise, now it was
completely quiet and with no joy. As days were passing by, we missed their
happy faces and them running towards us to just to give us a hug every time
we came to the center.
Considering that this community is discriminated within the capital city and
most of them live in extremely difficult conditions, we faced a huge challenge
on how to approach them and how to adapt our program now from the
distance. We took the time to visit them at their houses with great caution, not
wanting to risk their health. We wanted to check if they had at least one smart
phone so they could join in the online program. And it turned out that 80% of
them did not have an opportunity like that.
During the pandemic, we decided to stop all our usual activities and do family
visits, in order to stay by their side and to share the burden together. We also
brought them food boxes, flour, medications for those with health issues, and
cookies for the kids.

Every time we did such visits, even though the whole country was quarantined,
this neighborhood looked somehow different. Children were in the streets,
with no protection and exposed to the virus, and on the other side our
authorities were completely silent. In every other neighborhood immediate
measures would have been taken, but not in this neighborhood of Prishtina,
were more than 130 Roma and Ashkali live. It is heartbreaking to see the
discrimination that is done to them in every situation and circumstance.
Now, while the new phase starts in September, we pray for ability to gather
together; so the place will buzz from the joy of children and the passion of the
youth. Pray for this community and their life. We really need God to lead us to
the best way on how to approach them and offer His love.
During this time, while being cautious with the measures, we are so happy for
the chance to encourage some of those kids and young people to be part of
“Kids Melody”- a project that started lately at church, with the hope to plant
the desire for art and music on the new generation.

We are so
happy for the
chance to
encourage
some of those
kids and
young people
to be part of
“Kids
Melody”-

We really
need God to
lead us to the
best way on
how to
approach
them and
offer His love.

WORSHIP TEAM DURING THE
PANDEMIC
written by Mirjeta Dreshaj (Worship Team)
To give a name to this time, the name of a lethal virus it is not a good idea.
But, we are forced to do this for many reasons. Neither have I as a Worship
Team member experienced this time easily. At the begining of the isolation, I
have stayed at home in Peja and I followed all the services online. After we
had less restrictions from the government, I came back to Prishtina, in the
ministry of worship.
Since we got caught in such a situation, we continued all the services online
only, we did that together with a small number of other believers from church.
We know that we have to worship God in all circumstances and we should
never stop, but the absence of other members of our family in church, was
visible on the faces of each one of us. But, even though we were separated in a
physical trait, we have gathered every Sunday in one spirit, as one family, as
one body of Christ and we have worshiped and praised God together and
every week we got blessings from His Word.

Even though
we were
separated in
a physical
trait, we have
gathered
every Sunday
in one spirit

We know that
we have to
worship God
in all
circumstances
and we
should never
stop

HEARTS OPEN FOR THE
GOSPEL OF CHRISTHOPE FOR KOSOVA
written by Leonora Kurti (Project Coordinator)
The ministry of evangelism “Hope for Kosovo” deals with
evangelism in different forms and mainly with taking the
gospel in every house, village, and city. Throughout the years,
we tried to bring the good news in every house in different
ways, beside the literature, we gave flowers, vegetable seeds,
presents for children, water, etc.
The pandemic situation with Covid-19 made it impossible for
us to continue with our ministry in every house therefore we
had to reorganize and find ways to share the gospel in virtual
and creative ways. We used this time to share a Bible verse
every day, also encouraging videos in our social networks: on
Facebook and Instagram. We promoted our Facebook page
by offering free literature, there people could contact us and
order books. We have been encouraged to receive so many
questions from people that wanted to know more about faith.
There was good number of people who ordered a Bible and
other books.
One of the receivers, Bashkim had written to us: This is the
best gift that I have received for my birthday!
Fitorja had questions about the trinity of God and we tried
answer by examples to been as understandable as possible.
By the end of our conversation she said: "Yes, yes, now I
understand it better. Thank you so much." Comments like
this and many more gave us heart and strength to share the
gospel and at the same time to pray for each one who
received or read even one single verse of the Bible from our
page. Our prayer is for great numbers of people to find
salvation that is in Jesus Christ and to reconcile with God.
As long as you continue, we will keep sharing the gospel.
We ask you to keep us in your prayers for:
- Anointing, wisdom, intelligence, courage and bravery from
God – as we visit every house
with the gospel of Jesus Christ;
- So the eyes and the hearts of the families will be open for
the gospel of Christ

One of the
receivers,
Bashkim, had
written to us:
This is the best
gift that I have
received for
my birthday!

KIDS MELODY DURING
THE PANDEMIC
written by Mirjeta Dreshaj (Project Coordinator)
Since the beginning of planning Ark of Life we have been very
excited to start with this project. But, the pandemic, in a way,
stopped our work. Surely this situation impacted this project
by stopping even our enthusiasm that each of us felt.

However, even though we did not had the chance to start our
activities with the truck that we planned to do in villages, we
have focused in a few things for which we have been thinking
earlier. So, we started musical classes (with instruments like:
piano, drums, and guitar), all of those in the church ambient –
within the Kids Melody where several kids are involved, they
are co-workers in our meetings in Miracle Club, others from
Roma center, kids from our church, also kids from the
neighborhood.
Those classes have been the best part or the most delightful
work done during this time at church. A number of kids
continue to come. We are feeling blessed that we have the
chance to meet with a few of the kids with whom we have
worked during the entire year, the same is with the young
people who did not come to church before, always respecting
the restrictions and keeping the distance.

Those classes
have been the
best part or the
most delightful
work done
during this time
at church.

DIVINE HOPE FOR KAÇANIK HOUSE OF HOPE
written by Leonora Kurti (Project Coordinator)
The first cases were just registered in Kosovo when we had to stop all of our activities in our
Center in Kaçanik. Perhaps we thought all this situation will not last much and that after 2-3
weeks we would be back to continue our courses. First it looked like a welcomed ‘vacation’,
but, then we started thinking how to reorganize in a virtual way. We worked towards not
lossing contact with our coworkers and keep alive the spirit of the classes and the activities.
We got mobilized and started to post - on our social networks – quotes, riddles and activities.
This probably helped to make clear to them that we did not gave up on our ministry in
Kaçanik and on any of them. We had many virtual meetings with our coworkers on Zoom,
although it was challenging because some of them did not have smart phones or computers.
The main purpose of our online meetings were to keep them encouraged during a time like
this.
We also had the chance to meet many families and give them humanitarian help.
During this time a huge challenge for us was the issue with the building of our center in
Kaçanik that we had to vacate by June 10, 2020. It turned out that our location was property of
the school, the school wants to invest in a capital project and the deadline was over. After
many prayers, meetings with the municipality of Kaçanik officials, sending official documents
to the locals and the internationals, addressing the court and the lawyers for legal
interpretation and for support, God once again proved His faithfulness to us. Finally, even
though not yet in paper, we reached an agreement with the Municipal Assembly of Kaçanik
to relocate our activities at the House of Culture.
As a Youth Center “House of Hope” in Kaçanik, we will continue in the old building until the
agreement for the new space will be signed.
As you continue to pray for this ministry, please pray specifically for:
- The workers of the center: Sebi and Jeton,
- Courses: English and German Language,
- Children and Teenagers Meetings,
- The coworkers of the Children Meeting,
- For me – wisdom, direction and courage as I continue to serve people in Kaçanik through
God

PRAYER CHAIN – DEDICATION AND
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FOR JESUS
written by Naime Beqiraj (Church Member)
The first days of quarantine were very hard. Perhaps they could be compared with the period
of war in Kosovo. But instead of the bullets, now the invisible virus made the distance from
our Church a lot harder. I returned to my hometown, in Peja, at my parents’ house. Those 100
kilometers with Prishtina looked like 1000, 2000...
It was a weird time feeling like prayer was not enough for me. I felt alone. My family are not
Christians. But, one phone call from Pastor and a group created on Viber, quickly brought
me closer to BPZ. I choose the time to pray from 10:00 – 11:00 PM in the chain prayer, I spend
it praying for salvation and deliverance. God spoke to me through Timothy’s verse which I
recited the next day: “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and giving of thanks, be made for all men” (1 Tim. 2:1). The next day we had six hours lessons
with the students and in the ten minute break between the lessons I prayed, now with
stronger faith. I was responsible not only for my life, for my family, for church believers but for
hundreds of students that I was lecturing online. I dedicated the peace of that prayer day to
Jesus as a thank you, to our Church that reunited us again
Then each day was less heavy. Members of the Church would post occasionally Bible songs,
Bible verses, their experiences, with limitless encouragement. Online learning with the
students, every day seemed easier. Except teaching as a professor I had an obligation to
encourage them too. All teenagers, locked in their apartments, some of them on the 11th
floor and 12th floor. Praying every night from 11-12:00 PM and during the day, I felt like I was
transmitting the gospel wisdom even to the young people in online lessons.

However, I missed the fellowship. Especially when the Pastor wrote, I could not read without
shedding a few tears. One night he asked to pray for him. I suspected maybe he got the virus
while serving. I prayed out loud. After praying I went out to get some fresh air on the balcony
and I overheard my brother and his wife talking in the living room: “I feel sorry for Artur, while
helping others, he is putting himself in danger. Sincerely I feel sorry for him.” It was the first
time I was hearing heartfelt words for an evangelist from my brother. Out of excitement it
felt like I got wings. I went back to my room fast and I prayed with double faith for the
healing of Pastor and for my family that expressed touching words. The next day Pastor
wrote to me: what do you need. In fact, we had food for a while, but I needed to meet them.
It did not matter how much I followed their devotions on Viber, nothing replaced the
presence of the Fellowship.
The visit from church members at our house in Peja, brought me so much joy that I could
not hold back my tears. Both relaxed, reflecting the nonstop work they were doing at the
Church during the quarantine. God gave blessings and rest to them. I distributed the food
boxes and the carrots and green salad seeds across the neighborhood.
The days of quarantine were coming to an end. The academic year as well. The first day I
came to Prishtina, at Church I see people receiving help. Volunteers from the Mercy Ministry
groups were working tirelessly to welcome the needy but being careful for the people in
need to wear their masks that were given for free and the disinfectants. There was light on
the faces of both sides. At the Church people were working non-stop from morning till late
at night. The needy were being blessed not only by the food aid but also with the hospitality
and encouragement.

CHILDREN’S MEETING
written by Mirjeta Dreshaj (Children's Meeting
Team)
We really missed the group of children with whom we have
worked at Children’s Meeting, during this period. Since March
of this year, when the whole country got isolated, we stopped
meeting with them, always hoping and believing that we will
meet soon!

In some online
conversations
with them, they
expressed that
they really miss
the meeting
time, the
games, the
lessons,
surprises and
many other
things that we
have done
together.

Now that we are in August, we had the chance to meet only
once with the co-workers of this club. But, we are keeping in
contact with them online. Many times we have
communicated through Zoom platform and we simply tried
to be in contact with them for their welfare, or help them with
any other need if they had it during this period. Few of them
started to attend music classes within the project Ark of Life,
but we did not have the chance to meet the rest of them from
this club! This is causing pain and sadness to all of us who
have worked with them, but this sadness is being expressed
in children also. In some online conversations with them, they
expressed that they really miss the meeting time, the games,
the lessons, surprises and many other things that we have
done together. From all of those, what we miss more is
hugging each other.
This situation or this interesting time, makes us put
everything in the hand of God and we pray that out of this
season, He will bring out the best for us.
We pray for each child that was part of this meeting that we
will return to a normal situation and they will start coming
back to the meetings as before. Also, we pray that during this
time God will touch the hearts of each one of them and reveal
himself in their lives.

A SHORT TESTIMONY ON SHEGA
CENTER DURING COVID-19
written by Brikena Krasniqi (Kindergarten Director)

What was
happening?
What should
we do and will
we succeed?

I had to
succeed, to
keep strong
the
foundations
of the
institution I
had created,
the
foundations
of my dream
and passion
that I had put
into motion.

The lists with the names of the children and the percentages of the food rations
eaten, have been blank for weeks. The toys and furniture have taken on the
appearance of the empty house of fairy tales. Zana's jacket, Blin's shoes, Arra’s toy,
are right there. The toys in the big and green yard have been put under the roof of
the house, which for more than 5 years of pride and love, has hosted and
accompanied hundreds of children, with its sole mission, their education and
socialization. Disinfectants, alcohol and masks have occupied every corner. The big
house with red letters bearing the name of a beloved fruit - Shega (Pomegranate) is
waiting in silence. Waiting for the news of reopening!

In the beginning of March, it was not a weekend day, and there were no plans for the
next day. This time it was different, and I had to urgently organize. To continue
playing the role of a mother and educator for my own children, but also to organize
the interactive online learning platform for another 50 children at Shega and which
we had never done in the past.
The first day was one of the most difficult ones. Where to begin, how to organize the
whole program now in a very different form of communication. and above all how to
spend the day without saying good morning to 50 angels, who have given life to
their parents' house, to the center of education they have given the soul and most
beautiful colors that only a child can give.
It was only my experience with Lord Jesus that gave us some hope we would
succeed at such a time too!
In this whole decade of commitment, it was the first time that faith and thoughts
about my role were at a crossroad. What was happening? What should we do and
will we succeed? How will educators adapt to this new form of work and how will
children accept it? Will we be able to survive financially and how long will this
lockdown last?
Life had tested me with pain, as it had bestowed upon me its best. This was another
test, both as a mother and as the head of an educational institution. I had to succeed,
to keep strong the foundations of the institution I had created, the foundations of my
dream and passion that I had put into motion.

Mobilization, reorganization, this was the "emergency" plan and with it, I continued to have
fears and uncertainties about what tomorrow would bring under the barrel of threats coming
from Covid-19; about our responsibility for others who had entrusted education and
socialization to our institution; We were responsible for the parents, to serve them in distance
teaching, offer games and interaction that they had to apply from our program; Where and
whether they would find all the things they needed for children’s experiments, for applicative
games; How much would children adapt, with their parents in the role of teachers, and many
other WHY’s.
We started from scratch, together with the educators of the center, we wrote down the whole
program,divided into days and assignments. The assignments were designed in such a way
that they would require attention from the children. There were also days off, reading time,
experiments, letters and numbers, animal and plant lessons. We also gave them homework,
even though they were at home, and we also gave them assessment sheets for the parents.
We created an online communication platform.
We arranged virtual meetings with the teacher and assigned groups, with the teachers and
students individually, and communication with the parents. We opened the center at a set
time and shared all our books and other tools that we used with the parents. Everything
started working well, we began learning and getting used to this way of life. But the big house
with the red letters still missed the pleasant noise of the children, their laughter and tears, the
questions from the adults, and the cute tricks. It lacked its soul.

For a child that
does not
understand the
dangers of this
pandemic, this new
way of life can be
interpreted as
rejection

We were all indiscriminately slipping into a different concept of
living. Between fear and boundaries, set by something strange, and
we were not alone! Distance, masks and alcohol - became items
that began and ended the day, while the psychological burden
kept layering up. We were changing! Covid-19 had completely
changed us. Shega was filled with photos of children and their
activities at home. The teachers made sure to send them 'forget
me not’s". Life went on in silence and whispering, under the
uncertainty growing every day, along with the number of cases
with Covid-19. Preschool institutions re-opened, were closed again,
and will be reopened again. In all these decisions, we continue to
adapt and adopt, as we go on with the uncertainty of what
tomorrow will bring!

Everything was ready for both cases. We had mastered the online platform, and had mobilized
and disinfected the center. It seemed like an accomplished plan, except for the silence that
went on further, together with the distance, and also with the feeling of insecurity continuing
to grow.
This era is leaving an indelible mark! For children, the only concern remains the missing
embrace of their teachers, and this is being done to observe measures and prudence. For a
child that does not understand the dangers of this pandemic, this new way of life can be
interpreted as rejection.
How can you refuse an angel’s embrace? How can you convince them that this is for their own
good?
For parents, the stress of not having a place to send kids, to the many procedures to follow and
the anxiety of someone getting sick, longing for friends and family, and fear of the future, are
embedded in our hearts. For us the possibility that our staff can get sick and have
complication, along with financial challenges, how we're going to go through one more
month, without any support from government.
Please fray for us:
1. To have a health over everyone in Shega, parents, children and the staff
2. To be able to cover financial challenges in these time
3. To have physical and mental peace during these times.

REACHING KIDS FOR THE
KINGDOM – ARK OF LIFE
written by Monica Murgu (Project Coordinator)
The mobile truck will be one of the main activities. The purpose is that by
travelling in all the communities, to reach where the need is great and where
there are not many possibilities for kids to develop on the education system.
The activities will include: moral lessons, music, games, and handcrafts, also
giving away small prizes. Performances will include social topics from other
problematics areas, of course even for children’s rights and bulling in schools.
We, through moral lessons and stories, want to raise their awareness and
confidence for a broader and more inclusive good.
We want to help children to reach their potential, by encouraging them for
school achievements. Also, we will rebuilt their faith on the Kingdom of the
Lord and in their judgment for what is good and what is bad, in the world
around them and beyond.
On 1st July we received the truck from Germany, a donation supported by
Free Evangelical Churches, Auslandshilfe for which we are extremely grateful.
We can barely wait to start with the program Ark of Life.

The program will include:
- Working with children from 5 -12 years old
- Rich program to discover the Gospel with qualitative and good games; by
teaching and educating in different areas and life skills
- Mobile incentive truck, that reaches the most rural areas (villages, nature,
etc.), thus offering constant exercises and activities
-Support for families in need, with school supplies at the beginning of each
semester
- Provide music classes, art and handcrafts for children that need it the most.
Children can learn about their rights and we will empower them so their voice
will be heard. Lately, there are cases when children are being bullied in
schools. Seeing that those cases are happening more frequently, we want to
impact the community so we can raise the self-confidence of these children
by inspiring them in the Christian way and Godly education, to make them
aware of the fact that they are accepted and loved by God and as such they
should be accepted from others too.

To make children
aware of the fact
that they are
accepted and loved
by God and as such
they should be
accepted from
others too.

TIME DURING A PANDEMIC
written by Valbona Berisha (Church Member)
Even when we believers cannot gather together, God is giving us opportunities to reach
people, through the phone and the internet. We can be far away physically, but we're
connected with Pastor and the church by listening to the services online and getting strong
encouragements and help. So, our community has managed to solve this situation well.
The pandemic we are experiencing is an unexplored road in an unknown sea. Most of the
people have never experienced a pandemic. We keep reading about new cases with the
virus in Kosova and reports of an increased number of people dying from the virus on daily
basis.
Isolated in our homes, separated from the extended family and friends, closed schools,
businesses modified and limited in their services, empty churches, empty roads, people
working even from home, others hit by salary reduction, and some deprived of a job; citizens
that are full of anxiety and fear on how they are going to pay the bills, and how are they
going to survive. There is ambiguity in the air, unregulated and unknown things.
During this period, I had the chance to encourage and share the hope of the Gospel to my
family and friends especially to the elders who, as a result of the news on the media, felt the
fear of a possible infection with the virus.
In a way, the type of question that helps us to measure our progress and to assess how they
are functioning, are the following questions:
- Do I believe that God knows and loves me?
- Do I believe that God hears my prayers and answers them?
Essential questions about the purpose of life led many individuals and families all around the
world to search for the truth. Often, this search led them to know Jesus Christ – our God.
Thinking about questions like this can help us to refocus or to readjust our daily efforts with
God’s divine plan of salvation.

Essential questions about the
purpose of life led many
individuals and families all
around the world to search for
the truth.

Many of us, respond full of joy that their experience as a Church member is functioning well
for them. They testify that, whether in times of poverty or prosperity whether things are
pleasant or painful, they find meaning, peace and great joy because of their commitment to
the Lord and their dedicated service in the church. Often I meet Church members that are
full of radiant joy and that express with words and actions that their life is immeasurably
blessed by the Gospel of Christ. But, also I understand that there are members with less
productive experience – those who feel that their Church membership sometimes it is not
what they hoped for. This makes me sad because I know based on myself that the Gospel
can enliven and renew the soul of a person, can fill the heart and mind with light. I know how
the fruits of the Gospel can turn an ordinary and gloomy life – to an extraordinary and
glorious life. Meanwhile I made those questions, a host of thoughts came to my mind. Today,
I would like to talk about two of them.
Simplify
This wonderful Gospel is so simple even a child can understand it. And again is so deep and
complex, that it will take the an entire life, even eternity to study and discover it to fully
understand it. Therefore, living the Gospel it does not have to be complicated. Indeed the
Gospel is straightforward:
- Listening to the Living Word of God makes us believe in the Lord and His promise
- The more we believe in the Lord, the more our hearts will be filled with love for Him and for
each-other and we bring our actions in line with His word
- As a result of our love for God, we want to follow Him and serve Him and bless the life of
others
Start where you are
Sometimes, we feel discouraged if we are not more spiritual, respected, intelligent, healthy,
rich, friendly, or more capable. Of course, there is nothing wrong with the desire to improve,
but our weaknesses can help us to be humble, to turn to Christ, who will make “the weak
things strong.”
I have learned in my life that we do not need to be more than we already are, to start
becoming the people that God intended. God loves us just the way we are, at this very
moment he will start to work in us. All we need is a willing heart, the desire to believe and act
with God. Gideon saw himself as a poor peasant, the youngest in his father’s house. But God
saw him a mighty and brave man.
When God chose David to become king of Israel, he was a shepherd tending his father’s
sheep; took him out of the sheepfold because God saw him as a “chosen young man”. Moses,
too, felt so shocked and discouraged in a moment that he wanted to give up and die. But
God did not gave up on Moses. If we look at ourselves only through human eyes, we cannot
see ourselves as quite worthy. But our heavenly father sees us for who we really are and who
we might become. He sees us as His sons and daughters.
The sacrifice of our Savior, Jesus Christ opened the door of salvation for all humans to turn
back to God. “His grace is enough for all of those who bow down before God.” Because of His
grace, we will be resurrected and saved in a kingdom of glory, for “Greater is he that is in us
(The Holy Spirit) than he that is in the world.”
Therefore, “Our hope is not in earthly circumstances, but in the Lord Jesus, put your trust in
Him.” This is my hope, prayer, testimony, and blessing in the name of Christ. Amen!

